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" 2020, a world turned 
upside down by 

covid-19! "
On 11 March 2020, the coronavirus epidemic (Covid-19) was declared a pandemic by the 

WHO. The massive and brutal shock produced by the disease, and the measures put in place to 
curb it, have upset all parts of society. Authoritarian regimes eroded the basic freedoms of citizens 
and put democracy on holiday for "health reasons". The severe recession in the global economy 
has led to social crises in fragile countries. Social distancing has reinforced isolation, as places 
of sociability are no longer frequented. Indeed, 2020 has been very difficult for the associative 
world. For FIACAT and its network, there has not been any physical contact, advocacy missions 
or programme monitoring. However, FIACAT has not stopped functioning, and the International 
Secretariat has shown creativity and innovation in order to move forward. 

As such, FIACAT’s International Council was held electronically from 8 to 29 June 2020. A 
strategic plan for 2020-2024 was designed and adopted, incorporating three major axes: to fight 
torture and ill-treatment and to contribute to the abolition of the death penalty; to build capacity 
within and strengthen cooperation between ACATs; and to ensure the sustainability of FIACAT’s 
activities. The International Board, elected for four years, now comprises eight members. Two 
new members have joined, and one has left, Massimo Corti, the longest serving member of the 
outgoing Board. I am grateful for his engagement and may he receive the solemn thanks of all the 
members of the network for his commitment and dedication. 

Despite the health crisis, FIACAT continued to accompany ACATs before international and 
regional bodies. With regard to the death penalty, FIACAT was part of an important online event 
on 9 October 2020 ahead of the adoption of the resolution calling for a universal moratorium on 
the use of the death penalty by the United Nations General Assembly in 2020. It supported fifteen 
ACATs on the 18th World Day Against the Death Penalty. On 20 May 2020, Chad became the 
22nd abolitionist country in Africa. FIACAT also continued to fight torture and cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment through its programme on abusive pre-trial detention (APD). Thanks 
to the ACATs, through the programme 1,428 detainees obtained a court decision following the 
processing of their case. On the strength of their results, the APD programmes in the Congo, Côte 
d’Ivoire and Madagascar were renewed. To prevent the spread of the virus in prisons, FIACAT 
has been active in providing training, undertaking partnerships and in supporting the work of 
the ACATs. In 2020, FIACAT also followed the issue of torture-free trade and strengthened its 
advocacy for Germain Rukuki, who, it is hoped, will finally regain his FREEDOM.

The year 2020 was challenging, but FIACAT and its network remained committed to those 
forgotten by justice, particularly through the use of digital technology coordinated by the 
Secretariat, whose work should be commended. We must nevertheless remain vigilant about 
strengthening and reinforcing the place given to civil society and human rights in this digital 
world. Let’s get to work so that FIACAT can live on!

  

Paul ANGAMAN
FIACAT President 

A Word f rom t he President 
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FI AC AT 2020 in Numbers

1 10 110
1 virtual training 

course on the 
mechanisms of the 
ACHPR and the 
NGO forum was 

produced 

10 ACAT members 
participated in 

the 66th et 67th 
ordinary sessions of 

the ACHPR

10 alternative reports (Belgium, 
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 

the Central African Republic, Congo, 
Italy and Niger) were produced 

for submission to international and 
regional bodies

1 event was organised 
prior to the adoption of 

the resolution calling for a 
moratorium on executions by 
the UN General Assembly

Supporting the acats in International 
and Regional Fora 

227 1428 259653

227 visits 
undertaken to 
prisons and 
prosecutors’ 

offices by referent 
lawyers and 

ACAT volunteers.

1,428 persons 
in custody 
obtained a 

judicial decision 
after their cases 

were taken up by 
the ACATs.

53 advocacy 
meetings were 
held by ACAT 

members with their 
national authorities 
to draw attention 
to the impact of 
the pandemic on 

detainees.

2,596 detainees 
were pardoned by 

government decision 
to reduce prison 

overcrowding during 
the pandemic.

138 members of 
the judiciary, prison 

services and civil society 
had their capacities 
strengthened with 
respect to judicial 
safeguards and 

protection of detainees.

Combating torture and cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment 

15 646 53

15 ACATs arranged events to 
celebrate the 18th World Day 

Against the Death Penalty. 

646 people were sensitised to the 
abolition of the death penalty from various 

members of government, civil society, 
academia and the press.

53 advocacy meetings were 
held by the ACAT members to 

promote abolition.

Abolition of the death penalty 
Chad abolished the death penalty on 20 May 2020 and became the 22nd 
country to abolish capital punishment in Africa.

The Senate and the National Assembly adopted the bill that authorised the 
ratification of the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (on 18 June and 12 August 2020), which aims to 
abolish the death penalty. The Act must now be promulgated by the President.

Chad

Congo

Niger 6 May 2020 marks the day on which torture became a crime under Nigerien criminal code.

138
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6 May 2020 marks the day on which torture became a crime under Nigerien criminal code.

Ensure 
healthy lives 
for all 

In overcrowded prisons, detention conditions do not 
comply with international standards and is conducive 
to the spread of contagious diseases. Efforts to limit pre-
trial detention reduce overcrowding and thus improve 
prisoners’ health and hygiene. The death row syndrome 
has effects on the mental and physical health of those 
condemned to death which amount to torture or cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment. Abolition of capital 
punishment counters this phenomenon.

Ensure quality 
education 
for all 

FIACAT is aware of the importance of education and 
human rights training in preventing violations and 
therefore includes such training and awareness-raising 
in of all its activities. 

End all forms 
of discrimination 
against women

In all the countries where FIACAT is active, special 
attention is paid to fair gender representation among 
persons attending and speaking at workshops, in the 
recruitment of coordinators and consultants and in 
the composition of teams of volunteers carrying out its 
activities.

Reduce 
inequality

Social and economic inequalities impair access to 
justice for prisoners and especially those sentenced to 
death. FIACAT verifies that the regulations pertaining 
to pre-trial detention are strictly applied to everyone 
without discrimination. Abolition of the death penalty 
also counters the effect of such inequalities with regard 
to access to rights.

Build effective state 
institutions and provide 
access to justice for all

FIACAT’s aim is to improve the operation of the judicial 
system by better cooperation between the authorities, 
the judiciary, prison services and civil society in order to 
prevent torture and abolish the death penalty. 

Revitalise 
the global 
partnership

Cooperation between the judiciary, prison services and 
civil society is central to the programme to combat 
abusive pre-trial detention in order to prevent torture 
in custody and allow all parties to work more effectively. 
Traditional chiefs and religious leaders, the media, 
parliamentarians, representatives of government and 
civil society organisations play a key role in abolishing 
capital punishment and are actively engaged in 
FIACAT’s activities. 

Work ing towa rds  t he Susta inable 
Development Goa ls  (SDGs) 

Efforts to abolish the death penalty and prohibit torture coincide with many of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), which FIACAT promotes through its activities, in particular:
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The abusive pre-trial 
detention project is 
coming to an end 

The year also saw the end of the pre-trial detention 
project in Chad. It achieved its objectives of:  
•	strengthening the capacities of 120 persons 

belonging to the judiciary, prison services and 
civil society with regards to respect for the judicial 
safeguards for the accused;

•	1 495 judicial decisions were taken thanks to the 
identification and monitoring of cases of abusive 
pre-trial detention

•	sensitising public opinion to the issue of 
detainees’ rights, through events carried out 
during International Human Rights Day and the 
International Day in Support of Victims of Torture.

These results were obtained through a cooperation 
between the national authorities, civil society and the 
EU Delegation in Chad.

Combatting 
Torture 

@
C

IC
R

2020 was a crucial year for FIACAT’s pre-trial 
detention programme, with the end of phase 1 
of the projects in Côte d’Ivoire, the Congo and 
Madagascar. FIACAT was aware of the need to take 
stock of its action and sought an external evaluation 
of the programme. The assessment was carried out 

to ensure the programme meets the needs of the 
ACATs that it supports, and to adapt its approach 
and incorporate lessons learned towards improving 
prison conditions and combatting cruel, inhuman 
and degrading treatment through respect for judicial 
safeguards and reducing prison overcrowding. 
While the evaluation highlighted the pertinence, 
effectiveness and efficiency of the programme, it also 
allowed the project to evolve in the three countries. 
FIACAT thus decided to expand meetings between 
civil society and the judicial and prison services to 
strengthen synergies between stakeholders. In this 
new phase, FIACAT also decided to provide extra 
training for the ACATs to strengthen their autonomy. 

Abusive pre-trial 
detention programme 
renewed in the Congo, 
Côte d’Ivoire and 
Madagascar 
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A core concern of 
FIACAT: the invisible 
impact of the pandemic 
on prisons  

Places of deprivation of liberty have not escaped 
the Covid-19 health crisis. On the contrary, they 
are particularly at risk because of poor hygiene, 
overcrowding and the difficulty of accessing 
healthcare. Consequently, and in order to prevent the 
spread of the virus, they have been subject to many 
restrictions, which often infringe detainees’ rights. 
FIACAT has acted repeatedly to bring this issue to 
the attention of the public and the authorities in 
the countries in which it operates. For example, it 

supported ACAT Congo and ACAT Madagascar in 
organising meetings on the subject of Covid-19 in 
prisons, which was attended by national authorities, 
members of judicial and prison services and civil 
society and provided healthcare equipment and 
medicines to certain prisons. FIACAT also worked 
with the Plateforme des droits humains (PDH) on 
publishing a report "COVID-19 and Human Rights 
- Impacts and consequences of the pandemic". Finally, 
as part of a joint training course with Synergies 
Coopération on "Prisons: Prévenir la torture et les 
mauvais traitements" (Prisons: preventing torture 
and ill-treatment), FIACAT worked to produce a 
free module dedicated to disseminating information 
on the situation in prisons within the context of the 
coronavirus and to raise awareness among the actors 
in the penal system.

The long-awaited 
criminalisation of 
torture in Niger

In recent years, Niger had received many 
recommendations from regional and international 
human rights mechanisms for the criminalisation 
of torture in its domestic law. On 11 May 2020, an 
Act was finally passed that defines and criminalises 
torture in accordance with the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment. FIACAT and ACAT 

Niger will now focus upon ensuring that this new 
provision is indeed put into practice, e.g. by training 
public officials. 

Torture-free trade: 
a regional and 
international priority

In 2020, FIACAT paid particular attention to the 
issue of torture-free trade. It took part in several 
consultations in connection with the adoption 
of the EU action plan on human rights and 
democracy 2020-2024.  This new plan includes a 
specific reference to trade in goods used for torture 
in order to "Strive to eradicate torture globally through 
prevention, prohibition, accountability and redress for 

victims, including by promoting the Global Alliance 
for Torture-Free Trade". FIACAT also took part in 
the expert consultation held by the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human 
Rights on "Torture-free trade: examining the feasibility, 
scope and parameters for possible common international 
standards". FIACAT also addressed this question at 
European level by submitting its observations on the 
revised draft of the Recommendation on measures 
against trade in goods used for torture or other cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
and the death penalty of the Steering Committee for 
Human Rights at the Council of Europe.

Combat t ing Tor ture
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Covid-19: Appeal for 
a world moratorium 
on the death penalty 
during the pandemic

In 2020, while the whole world was striving to save 
lives in the midst of the health crisis, death sentences 
and executions continued. In Nigeria, death sentences 
were pronounced by video conference. At the same 
time, certain positive steps were taken to grant 

pardons and commutations to imprisonment, for 
example in Cameroon or the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), in order to avert a potential disaster 
in overcrowded prisons where there is a high risk of 
Covid-19 transmission. 

FIACAT, the World Coalition Against the Death 
Penalty and its members therefore appealed to all 
States to observe a moratorium on death sentences 
and executions on the grounds that it is impossible 
to ensure due process and fair legal representation 
during the pandemic.  

Working towards 
the Abolition 

of the Death Penalty 
Since 2012, FIACAT has been working with the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty on a programme that 
aims to abolish the death penalty in 23 countries on Sub-Saharan Africa.

Access to counsel: 
a matter of life 
and death 

On 10 October 2020, the World Day Against the 
Death Penalty was devoted to the right to legal 
representation for those at risk of a death sentence. 
As with every year, FIACAT’s network mobilised 
to mark this World Day. On the African continent, 
the ACATs adapted their activities to the health 
context and took part in many radio and television 
broadcasts. They remained focused on appealing to 
public opinion and spread the message to nearly 500 

persons in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, the Congo, the 
DRC, Ghana, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali and Niger.
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On 20 May 2020, Chad became the 22nd country 
in Africa to abolish capital punishment. The death 
penalty applied only to terrorist crimes, with the 
last execution of Boko Haram jihadis by firing 
squad taking place in August 2015. Regrettably, 4 
persons condemned to death in 2018 are still held 
in appalling conditions in a secret location, separate 

from the other prisoners.
In the words of Salomon Nodjitoloum, Chairman of 
ACAT Chad: 

"Abolition of the death penalty for terrorist crimes 
is the culmination of the campaign by ACAT Chad 
and all abolitionists everywhere. By taking this 
brave decision, despite the recurrence of terrorist 
activity, Chad has joined the worldwide trend of 
abolition. Nevertheless, we continue to pursue 
our aim of ensuring respect for human rights."

Abolition of the death 
penalty in Chad

Production of 
advocacy tools

As part of the programme on the abolition of the 
death penalty in sub-Saharan Africa, FIACAT and 
the ACATs produced various advocacy tools specific 

to the following countries: Cameroon, the Congo, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Liberia, Madagascar and 
Niger. These publications serve to mobilise public 
opinion and to encourage these States to undertake 
greater obligations and commitments for abolition. 
The publication of 15 different advocacy tools is 
planned by the end of 2021.

Work ing towa rds  t he Abol it ion of  t he  Deat h Pena lt y 

 

On 16 December 2020, the United Nations General 
Assembly adopted, by a large majority of 123 states, 
the 8th resolution on a moratorium on the use of the 
death penalty.

Organisation of a panel discussion on 
the Resolution  
Organised by FIACAT and the European Union 
delegation to the United Nations in New York, a 

virtual panel discussion was held on 9 October 2020 
focusing on "Worldwide tendencies: moving towards the 
abolition of the death penalty". This gathering brought 
together over one hundred participants from State 
delegations, civil society and universities and aimed 
to report on the current situation with regards to the 
abolition in the world and to encourage countries to 
vote in favour of the resolution.

Advocacy campaign
Alongside the other members of the World Coalition 
Against the Death Penalty, FIACAT has committed 
to a worldwide advocacy campaign in favour of the 
United Nations resolution calling for a moratorium. 
An advocacy campaign aimed at persuading the 
authorities to vote in favour of the resolution was 
launched with the ACATs in Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, CAR, Chad, the Congo, the DRC, 
Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Niger and Senegal. The Congo 
and Chad ultimately voted in favour. Unfortunately, 
countries such as Niger, Senegal and the DRC either 
abstained or were not present for the vote. FIACAT 
has also lobbied certain States to add a paragraph to 
the resolution that urges the African Union to adopt 
the draft additional Protocol to the African Charter 
on Human and Peoples’ rights on the abolition of the 
death penalty in Africa as soon as possible.

Adoption of the 
resolution on a 
moratorium on the use 
of the death penalty

Votes on the Resolution
75/478 (2020)

14

6

6

28

Votes on the Resolution
62/149 (2007)

20

12

4

17

For	          Against                 Abstensions	      Absent

Voting Summary of African States 
on the UN Moratorium Resolutions
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The Central African 
Republic under 
scrutiny by the 
United Nations

At the beginning of March 2020, ACAT CAR’s 
President was able to travel to Geneva to take part in 
the review of the Central African Republic (CAR) by 
the United Nations Human Rights Committee and 
inform the Committee’s experts of FIACAT’s and 

ACAT CAR’s concerns, in particular with regards 
to combating impunity, the implementation of the 
6 February 2019 peace agreement, the national 
Commission for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms and the death penalty. This mission also 
provided an opportunity to meet with Yao Agbetse, 
UN independent expert on the CAR, and discuss 
various issues which may have come to his attention 
during his February 2020 in-country mission. 
This meeting was useful in initiating contact and 
cooperation between the ACAT CAR and the new 
independent expert.

Supporting 
the ACATs  

The conference of 
international NGOs 
looks at the impact 
of the pandemic on 
civil society 

The Covid-19 pandemic has had a marked impact 
on the work of non-governmental organisations 
in terms of funding, activities and access to their 
beneficiaries. FIACAT wished to draw attention to 
this problem and provided, along with other INGOs, 
a video testimony which was subsequently circulated 
within and by the Conference of international 
non-governmental organisations of the Council of 
Europe. The video highlighted steps taken to adapt 

to this unprecedented context along with points 
where vigilance is still required.

In its testimony, FIACAT communicated that although 
it, and the ACAT network, have been able to continue 
their activities, they - in particular those working in the 
field - have run into difficulties. FIACAT considered 
it vital that international and regional organisations 
continue to ensure that civil society is engaged in 
their activities, via digital technology, whilst taking 
into account the lack of access to these technologies 
that many organisations on the ground face, and 
emphasised the need to ensure that human rights 
defenders remain safe in all circumstances. The public 
authorities must also collaborate with civil society 
organisations by, for example, making emergency 
funds available to assist those working to support the 
most vulnerable.
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FIACAT held its International Council electronically 
from 8 to 29 June 2020. During this session, the 
delegates of 21 ACATs elected a new International 
Bureau and adopted FIACAT’s 2020 - 2024 strategic 
plan.
Elected for a four-year term, the International Bureau 
comprises 8 ACAT representatives of Orthodox, 
Protestant and Catholic faiths. Paul Angaman (Côte 
d’Ivoire) was re-elected President for a second term. 
To implement FIACAT’s new strategic plan, he will 
be assisted by:
•	Christophe D’Aloisio (Belgium)

•	Claire Doran (Canada)

•	Michel Kalemba Ngalamulume (Democratic 
Republic of Congo)

•	Jean-Bernard Marie (France)

•	Salomon Nodjitoloum (Chad)

•	Benoît Théry (France)

•	Jean-Daniel Vigny (Switzerland)

FIACAT’s priorities for 2020-2024 will centre 
on three main topics: fighting torture and ill-
treatment and working towards the abolition of 
the death penalty; building the capacity within 
and strengthening cooperation amongst ACATs; 
and ensuring the sustainability of FIACAT’s 
activities. In fact, banning torture and abolishing the 
death penalty are the main aims which underpin the 
activities of FIACAT and the ACATs, which have a 
unique expertise in this field. Despite the illegality of 
torture under international law, it is still frequently 
practised even now. FIACAT therefore hopes to 
continue to assist ACAT members and provide them 
with the necessary tools to protect their members 
who may be in danger because of their activities as 
human rights defenders.

FIACAT holds 
a remote 
International Council

Annulment of the 
Court of Appeal’s 
judgement against 
Germain Rukuki
On 30 June 2020, the Supreme Court of Burun-
di annulled the judgement of the Court of Appeal 
which had condemned Germain Rukuki, the former 
accountant of ACAT Burundi, to 32 years in prison. 
Germain Rukuki, who is, however, still in prison, 
will be retried by a reconfigured Court of Appeal.
FIACAT has urged that the legal procedures scrupu-
lously respect fair trial standards and the rights of the 
accused as required by both the country’s Constitu-
tion and legally binding international human rights 
instruments that Burundi has ratified. The Supreme 
Court itself reminded the Court of Appeal of this 
obligation, maintaining that these rights “are an in-
tegral part of the Burundian Constitution under the 
terms of Article 19”.

Despite Burundi’s 2020 presidential election and the 
inauguration of its new president, Évariste Ndayi-
shimiye, the human rights situation and the protec-
tion of human rights defenders remains a matter of 
concern in the country. On 23 June 2020, 12 exiled 
defenders, including ACAT Burundi’s President, 
were condemned in absentia to prison sentences.

Suppor t ing t he AC ATs 
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700 912 € 

712 255 €

FI AC AT’s  2020 Fina nces

A word from the Treasurer 
In 2020, FIACAT had a positive result of €11,343, 
which means that it has been able to maintain a healthy 
balance despite the sanitary circumstances of 2020.

The activity of this year 2020 was globally a little 
lower (by about 12%) than that of 2019 because of 
the pandemic which limited the missions abroad and 
resulted in a partial unemployment of the employees 
(fortunately compensated by the State). FIACAT 
and the associated ACATs have used as much as 
possible, the subsidies from the funders, which have 
increased significantly compared to the previous 
year, which have increased signifcantly compared 
to the previous year. In particular, the activities of 
the major programmes against abusive pre-trial 

detention and for the abolition of the death penalty 
in Africa unfortunately had to be reduced by 12% 
and 25% respectively compared to 2019, while the 
public subsidies increased very significantly. Thus, 
the remaining funds available at the end of 2020 
are much higher than those of the previous year.

This difficult context has not stopped private 
donations, in particular from certain European 
ACATs, to whom we express our warmest gratitude, 
in addition to membership fees which have remained 
stable. The members of FIACAT and the individuals 
who are generous enough to support it regularly thus 
contribute to its necessary activity of supporting the 
ACAT network.

Benoît Théry 

1,4%

44,7%
31,9%

0,8%11,2%

Expenditure

Resources

*In order to reflect a real exploitation, this presentation does not include the accounting movements of carry-overs from one year to the next of the grants for 
projects that cannot be used in the year and that would have the effect of increasing the accounts without changing the result.

Fighting Abusive Pre-trial Detention*  348 097 € 

Abolition of the death penalty in Africa* 248 305 € 

Advocacy before international organisations*     10 944 € 

FIACAT’s operating expenditure    87 313 € 

Financial and exceptional items      6 253 € 

Total expenditure   700 912 € 

7,7%

78,5%

0,3%
1,8%

Grants for projects* 632 178 € 

ACAT membership fees 62 169 € 

Private donations     14 894 € 

Other resources    2 303 € 

Financial and exceptional items        712 € 

Total Resources 712 255 € 

0,1%
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•	Agence française du développement (French 
Development Agency) (AFD)

•	European Union delegation to Côte d’Ivoire
•	Chad Ministry of Economy, Planning and 

Development in connection with the «Projet 
d’appui à la Justice - Phase 2» (Support for 
Justice in Chad Project, phase 2) (PRAJUST 2)

•	Luxembourg Ministry of Foreign Affairs
•	Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
•	Le Fonds de dotation du Barreau de Paris (Paris 

Bar Endowment Fund) (France)
•	ACAT France Foundation
•	Tavola Valdese (Italy)
•	CCFD-Terre Solidaire (Catholic committee 

against hunger and for development) (France)
•	Fonds de dotation du Barreau de Lyon (Lyon 

Bar Endowment Fund) (France)
•	Brot für die Welt (Bread for the World) 

(Germany)

Suppor t  FI AC AT

For French fiscal residents, in accordance with 
the 2003 Finance Act, a reduction in income 
tax of 66% of your donation, up to a maximum 
of 20% of your taxable income. A receipt will be 
sent to you at the start of the year. 

FIACAT extends sincere thanks to its private donors, who have supported its activities in 2020. 
FIACAT also wishes to thank its institutional partners who, throughout the years, have encouraged 
and supported its efforts to combat torture and abolish the death penalty:

By bank transfer:
Bank name :  

BRED - Vincennes

Account name:  
FED INTERNATIONALE ACAT, 

96 boulevard de la libération, 94300, Vincennes

Swift code: BREDFRPPXXX

IBAN code: 
FR76 1010 7002 2800 9130 5896 718

By cheque:
Payable to FIACAT 

FIACAT
96 boulevard de la Libération

94300, Vincennes

Support FIACAT and 
help us to achieve 
a world without 
torture or the death 
penalty!
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International Bureau 

Paul ANGAMAN 
(Côte d’Ivoire) : 
President

Christophe D’ALOISIO 
(Belgium)

Claire DORAN 
(Canada) 

Michel KALEMBA 
(DRC) 

Jean-Bernard MARIE 
(France) 

 

Salomon NODJITOLOUM 
(Chad)

Benoit THERY 
(France) :
Trésorier

Jean-Daniel VIGNY 
(Switzerland) 

Secretariat

Anne-Gaëlle BONNEFOY 
(Vincennes) : 
Administration and Finance Officer

Guillaume COLIN
(Vincennes) : 
Executive Director  

Lionel GRASSY 
(Brussels) : 
Advocacy Director

Xavière PRUGNARD 
(Vincennes) : 
Representative 
to the African Union

Marie SALPHATI 
(Geneva) : 
Representative to the United Nations 
and the Council of Europe

Lauren THIEBAUT 
(Vincennes) :  
Administration 
and Finance Officer 

Interns and volunteers
FIACAT wishes to thank its interns, Alexandre Decroix and Antoine Goutay, and its volunteers -  in particular Pierre Lévêque, 
FIACAT’s accountant, and Robert Zuber, Representative at the United Nations in New York – who have worked with FIACAT for 
many years and contributed to the success of its projects.

FI AC AT’s  2020 Tea m 
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AFRICA

ACAT Benin 
03 BP 0394
Cotonou - Benin
acat_coordbenin@yahoo.fr 

ACAT Burkina Faso 
02 BP 5093
Ouagadougou - Burkina-Faso
acatburkina@gmail.com 

ACAT Burundi
acatburundi@gmail.com 

ACAT Cameroon 
758 boulevard de la réunification
Immeuble Aziccul - 2ème étage
BP 3026 Douala - Cameroon
acat.cameroun@yahoo.com 

ACAT Central African Republic 
BP 527 Bangui 
Central African Republic
acat_rca@yahoo.fr

ACAT Chad  
BP 2231
N’Djamena - Chad
acatchad2017@gmail.com 

ACAT Congo 
16, rue sainte Anne Moungali 
BP 15 307
Brazzaville - Congo
acatcongo_brazza@yahoo.fr 

ACAT Côte d’Ivoire 
s/c Caritas 
01 BP 2590
Abidjan 01 - Côte d’Ivoire
acat_ci2230@yahoo.fr 

ACAT Democratic Republic of 
Congo  
c/o RODHECIC CEPAS
BP 3375 Kinshasa
Democratic Republic of Congo
acatrdc2013@gmail.com

ACAT Ghana 
P.O. Box 849
Kaneshie Accra - Ghana
acatghana@yahoo.com

ACAT Liberia  
Gballasuah, Tubmanburg,
Bomi County - Liberia
acatliberiamail@gmail.com 

ACAT Madagascar
Logement 355, 1er étage 
Cité Ampefiloha Antananarivo - 101
Madagascar 
acatmadagascar@yahoo.fr 

ACAT Mali 
Paroisse Catholique de Bamako
BP 298
Bamako - Mali
sdacatmali@yahoo.fr 

ACAT Niger
s/c Alfari Balma
BP 13331
Niamey - Niger
mourniger@yahoo.fr

ACAT Senegal 
Paroisse universitaire St-Dominique, 
Km 4 - BP 5098 
Dakar-Fann - Sénégal
acatsenegal@gmail.com 

ACAT Togo
Avédji Carrefour Limousine
Immeuble MA.GE.COP
Lomé - Togo
acattogo@yahoo.fr 

AmERICAs

ACAT Brazil  
Praça Clovis Bevilaqua, 351, sala 701
01018-001 
Sao Paulo - Brazil 
acatbrasil.international@gmail.com 

ACAT Canada
2715, ch. de la Côte Sainte-Catherine
H3T 1B6 - Montréal (QC) - Canada
acat@acatcanada.org 
	
ACAT United States
P.O. Box 314
Pleasant Hill, TN 385 78-0314
United States
debholbrk@gmail.com

AsiA 
ACAT Philippines 
Our Lady of Fatima Parish
37 Cordillera Street
Quezon City - Manilla 
Philippines
tony_villasor@yahoo.com 

Europe
ACAT Belgium 
Rue Brogniez, 44 
Anderlecht - Belgium
acat.belgique@gmail.com 

ACAT Czech Republic 
Pohorelec 26,
CZ-118 00 
Praha - Czech Republic
acatpraha@seznam.cz 

ACAT France
7 rue Georges Lardennois F.
75019 Paris - France
acat@acatfrance.fr 

ACAT Germany  
Kreuzstr. 4
D-31134 Hildesheim
Germany 
info@acat-deutschland.de

ACAT Italy 
Via della Traspontina 15
00193 Roma  
Italy
posta@acatitalia.it 

ACAT Luxembourg 
5 avenue Marie-Thérèse
L-2132 Luxembourg
contact@acat.lu 

ACAT Spain  
c/ Angli 55
08017 Barcelona 
Spain 
acat@pangea.org 

ACAT Sweden 
P.O. Box 64
12522 Älvsjö 
Stockholm - Sweden
acatsweden@yahoo.fr 

ACAT Switzerland
Speichergasse 20
Case Postale
CH- 3001 Berne
Switzerland
info@acat.ch 

ACAT United Kingdom 
c/o 6 Coleridge Road
Ottery St Mary
East Devon, EX11 1TD
United Kingdom 
uk.acat@gmail.com

The AC AT Net work 



@FIACAT

@FIACAT_ORG

International Federation of ACATs (Action by Christians for the abolition 
of torture), FIACAT, is an international non-governmental Christian 
organisation for the defence of human rights, created in 1987. It campaigns 
for the abolition of torture and the death penalty. The Federation covers some 
thirty national associations, ACATs, operating on four continents.

FIACAT 

FIACAT represents its members in 
international and regional bodies

It enjoys United Nations (UN) consultative status, 
participatory status with the Council of Europe 
and observer status with the African Commission 
on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR). It is 
also accredited with bodies of the International 
Organisation of La Francophonie (OIF).
In passing on to international bodies the concerns 
of its members on the ground, FIACAT aims to 
persuade governments to adopt and implement 
relevant recommendations. FIACAT promotes 
the application of international agreements for 
the defence of human rights, the prevention of 
torture in places of detention and fights enforced 
disappearance and impunity. It also campaigns 
actively against the death penalty by lobbying 
States to abolish this provision in their legislation.
To make its voice heard even more widely, FIACAT 
is a founder member of several action groups, 
notably the World Coalition Against the Death 
Penalty (WCADP), the International Coalition 
Against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED), the 
Human Rights and Democracy Network (HRDN) 
and the Human Rights Platform (HRP).

FIACAT reinforces the capacities of 
its thirty-strong ACAT network

FIACAT helps its member associations set up 
appropriate structures. It supports the process 
which makes the ACATs influential stakeholders 
in civil society who are able to increase public 
awareness and have an impact on the authorities 
in their respective countries.
It helps to strengthen the network by promoting 
exchanges, proposing regional or international 
training and joint intervention initiatives. It 
actively supports the ACATs’ actions and enhances 
their work both internationally and regionally.

FIACAT, an independent network of 
Christians united for the abolition 
of torture and the death penalty

One of FIACAT’s missions is to raise awareness 
of torture and the problems arising from the 
death penalty among churches and Christian 
organisations and urge them to promote abolition.

fiacat@fiacat.org 

www.fiacat.org

Learn more 
on our website:

Follow FIACAT 
on: 

G
ra

ph
ic

 d
es

ig
n 

: i
zu

m
i M

at
te

i-
C

az
al

is
 - 

by
iz

um
i.c

om




